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dubai — The newly-introduced 
smart visa processing centres have 
completed over 16,000 residency 
related transactions so far, accord-
ing to a top official.

On Monday, the General Direc-
torate of Residency and Foreign-
ers Affairs (GDRFA) opened its 
fourth Amer centre, called Aa-
mal, a one-stop centre that allows 
residents to finish visa and resi-
dency transactions along with 
other government services under 
one roof, in Al Barsha.

On the sidelines of the opening, 
Major-General Mohammed 
Ahmed Al Marri, director-general 
of the GDRFA, said the first three 
Amer centres completed 16,146 
transactions since the project 
started in May.

 Al Marri said the aim is to pro-
vide smart services that reduce 
time and efforts for people, while 
providing them with good custom-
er and quick transactions in one 
place. Marked with its modern 
digital equipment and trained 
staff, Amer centres are capable of 
finishing at least 6,000 transac-

tions a day through a minimum of 
15 counters, he added.

Starting November 1, the 
GDRFA stopped all-visa related 
services across 261 typing centres 
in Dubai and 72 centres in Sharjah 
and the Northern Emirates due to 
constant violations.

The authority opened the first 
centre in Al Muhaisnah 4 in May, 
while the second was inaugurated 
earlier in October at Al Kifaf Mu-
nicipality Centre.  

The third, called Ainiser, com-
pleted 2,813 transactions since its 
opening on Ittihad Road next to 
Enoc Petrol Station earlier this 
month.

Residents will be able to com-
plete visa and residency transac-
tions through the four Amer centres 
and over 45 Tas’heel centres across 
the UAE, of which 14 Ta’sheel of-
fices are located in Dubai.

The smart centres provide a 
range of services including issuing 

entry permits and visit visas, issu-
ing or renewing residency visa, 
visa cancellation and Emirates ID 
services among other related gov-
ernment services provided by enti-
ties like the Dubai Courts, the 
Dubai Municipality and Depart-
ment of Economic Development.

Eleven more Amer centres are 
scheduled to open by end of this 
year to serve different densely 
populated areas across Dubai

sherouk@khaleejtimes.com

4
NATION

Be Safe,  
get yourSelf 
vaccinated Before 
travelling
The Travellers Health Clinics offer a range 
of quality health and preventive services 
based on the guidelines of the World Health 
Organisation and relevant scientific studies.

Location of travellers clinics

Al Ittihad Health 
Centre in Bur Dubai  

Muhaisnah Centre 
near Ittihad Mall

Baraha Hospital

Dubai  
FujairahSharjah,

Ajman

Ras Al 
Khaimah

Abu Dhabi
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Rate card of travel vaccinations for expats

Yellow 
fever

Dh120

Typhoid 
fever

Dh50

Seasonal 
influenza

Dh50

Meningococcal 
(polysaccharide)

Dh75

Measles, mumps 
and rubella

Dh50

Rabies 

Dh300

Meningococcal 
(conjugate)

Dh100

Tetanus and 
diphtheria

Dh50

Pneumococcal disease 
(polysaccharide)

Dh75

Pneumococcal  
disease (conjugate)

Dh150

Hepatitis B  
(for 3 doses)

Dh50

Poliomyelitis 
(injectable)

Dh40

BCG  
(for TB)
Dh75

Hepatitis A 
(for 2 doses)

Dh150

Chicken  
pox

Dh250

> International 
vaccination for 
travel is provided 
for free to 
citizens of the 
UAE whether 
they have a 
health card 
issued by the 
ministry or not.

> Expats with a 
valid health card 
issued by the 
ministry shall be 
exempted from 
consultation fee 
for vaccination 
(Dh150)

asma ali Zain

dubai — With vaccinations being 
given at less than half the price 
available elsewhere, the Ministry 
of Health and Prevention (MoHP) 
is asking people to visit screening 
centres before the travel and holi-
day season starts in the UAE.

Speaking to Khaleej Times exclu-
sively, Dr Fatma Al Attar, family 
medicine consultant and head of 
Travellers Clinic team, said that 
the prices of vaccines was lowered 
on a special order and after a 
study presented to the minister of 
health and prevention.

“Our clinics and centres are 
giving these vaccines at half the 
price that are available in the pri-
vate and other government sec-
tors,” she said.

These services, provided free of 
charge to all Emiratis and at an af-
fordable price for the UAE resi-
dents, are also available at Al Mu-
haisnah Centre and Ittihad Medical 
Centre in Dubai.

Dr Fatma said that though vac-
cines are given free to children un-
der five, they are charged later. 
“We wanted to make it affordable 
and ask people to take care of their 
health,” she said.

“It is important to educate trav-
ellers on the health risks that they 
may be exposed to when visiting 
other countries. It encourages 
them to visit screening centres 
before leaving the country so that 
they may take necessary vaccina-
tions as a precautionary mea-
sure,” she added.

“Many travellers do not realise 
the importance of the medical as-
pect of travelling, which is essen-
tial and important when choosing 
their destinations.” 

A decree issued last year said 
that international vaccination for 
travel is provided for free to citi-
zens of the UAE, whether they 
have a health card issued by the 
ministry or not.

A non-local resident who holds 
a valid health card issued by the 
ministry shall be exempted from 
the value of the consultation fee 
for the purpose of vaccination 
(Dh150).

The fee for issuing the interna-
tional vaccination card (Dh20) 
shall be paid unless the person has 
received the card in advance, and 
the fee of doctor’s consultation for 
purpose of vaccination (Dh150) 
should be paid in case the non-
citizen takes the vaccination from 
any private health facility, even if 
he has a health card.

The Travellers Health Clinics 
offer a range of quality health and 
preventive services based on the 
guidelines of the World Health 
Organisation and relevant scien-
tific studies.

The services include raising 
awareness of travellers about the 
importance of visiting these cen-
tres before travelling to assess 
health risks, determine their 
health status, and take vaccina-
tions and other preventive medi-
cations required by the country of 
destination.

She said that ministry had de-
veloped a guide to provide quality 
healthcare for all community 
members.

For more information, contact 
Customer Care S ervices 
80011111.
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Vaccines at lower prices for travellers 
Prevention is better than cure
Our health is vulnerable to a 
host of external factors and yet 
preventive care is the last thing 
on our minds when travelling 
outside the country. A simple jab 
can help; make us immune to 
diseases and infections. The UAE 
government’s health campaign is 
a great initiative and has made 
vaccination more affordable. 
Residents should make use of the 
opportunity and get those jabs. 
Prevention is always better than 
cure. Isn’t it?

Many travellers do not 
realise the importance 
of the medical aspect 
of travelling, which is 
essential and important 
when choosing their 
destinations.”

Dr Fatma Al Attar, 
head of Travellers Clinic team

Travellers  
Health Guide
Consult your doctor before 
you travel before an ad-
equate period of 4-6 weeks 
for the following reasons:
> Assess the health risks asso-
ciated with travel and health 
status
> Conducting some neces-
sary tests if required
> Introducing the traveller to 
the various types of vaccina-
tions that may be needed for 
the destination
> Provide awareness and 
advice to ensure your safety 
while travelling

Also be sure to:
> Take the necessary precau-
tions if you accompany chil-
dren or pregnant women
> Equip your health bag and 
first aid kit
> Obtaining travel health 
insurance that ensures the 
necessary care in case of 
emergency
> Take necessary vaccina-
tions according to destination 
and international require-
ments long before travelling

During Travel
> Take enough sleep and rest 
during long trips
>  Eat healthy and drink 
plenty of fluids and avoid cof-
fee, tea and other stimulants

> Make sure to drink water in sufficient quantity and 
from reliable sources and preferably drink bottled 
mineral water. If not available, it is recommended to 
boil water and drink after being cold.
> Make sure you eat healthy from reliable sources 
and inquire about the ingredients of the meal, and 
also should avoid the food offered by street vendors 

to eliminate the symptoms of food poisoning
> Minimise salad intake and don’t eat under-cooked 
food.
> Taking required vaccinations prior to travel avoids 
some food borne diseases
> If symptoms persist seek immediate medical help
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Beware of foodborne and waterborne diseases

Officials from the GDRFA during the launch of the Amer Centre in 
Al Barsha, on Monday. Eleven more centres are scheduled to open 
across Dubai by the end of this year. — Supplied photo

Fourth Amer centre opens in  Al Barsha
Transactions across 
three Amer centres 
 > 16,146 transactions com-
pleted across the three Amer 
centres 
 > 8,347  transactions at Gulf 
Vision Amer Centre in Al Mu-
haisnah 4, since its opening 
in May
 > 4,986 transactions at Al 
Taresh Government Services, 
Al Kifaf Municipality Centre, 
since its opening in October
 > 2,813 transactions at Amer 
services centre Ainiser on 
Etihad Road, since its opening 
on November 7 

The UAE Central Bank has issued a commemorative one dirham 
coin to mark the 60th anniversary of the Abu Dhabi Police. The 
commemorative coins have been handed over to the police and will 
not be dispensed to the general public. — Supplied photo

a coin for celebration

Marie nammour

dubai — A female shopper had to 
call the police after an 18-year-
old youth allegedly groped her 
and flashed his finger.

The 24-year-old Chinese com-
plainant said during investigation 
that she first accepted the Iranian 
teenager’s apology after he 
touched her inappropriately and 
on purpose. But when he flashed 
his finger, she pressed charges 
against him.

The defendant faced in the 
Court of First Instance charges 
of sexual harassment and doing 
an indecent act in public, which 
he denied.

The incident took place on Octo-
ber 27 in Deira and was reported 
to Al Muraqqabat police station.

“I was walking with my friend 
in the shopping centre at around 
8:35pm when I felt suddenly that 
someone groped me. I turned and 
saw it was the accused. I accepted 
his apology as he looked very 
young. But when he showed his 
finger inappropriately, I asked the 

security guard to apprehend him 
until I called the police,” the com-
plainant said.

“There was enough space for 
him to pass without touching me. I 
am not sure about his intentions.” 

She went to the police station to 
file a complaint.

The accused managed to get 
loose but he was caught and taken 
to Al Muraqqabat police station.

The complainant’s 25-year-old 
friend gave a similar statement to 
the prosecutor.

The accused admitted to the 
charges during investigation.

Surveillance camera photos were 
included in the probe. The trial will 
continue on December 14.
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Teenager gropes female 
shopper, flashes finger 
court
round-up

Do you have something to add 
to this story? Or is there a story 
you want to share with us?

readerS firSt

Scan the QR code to join our Facebook 
discussion, or write to us directly at  
reporters@khaleejtimes.com.
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